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The Ufa yd "otlTltlm of M. Abraachlfc 


ibrawhU told not long ago that ha had bwa aafcod tor his 
autobiography, and ha wondarad ahathar I wouldn't ha abla to write 
oat something, alaea ha did not hnwa tha* tlaa, and tortbaanra ha 
did not asst to arlta hla oan autobiography. 

I aa glad to do thin, baenosa It actually la not dlfflealt tor 
■a to arlta dhmmehlfc'a biography. X bare baaa In oontaat with hla 
si non aa studied togathar In 1920. daring fl« further yaaxa of atudy 
in to Pragoa, and la tar aa tmwallad through tha world togathar- thia 
la more than twanty yaarw that dfaraaohlk; and X Iliad inseparably, 
and It la easy tor aa to spank abbot hla past, 

v Itola Ab ranehl a, tha aan of fa mom with aodast a aana, Sylaon 
and Tatajana kbrsaehlk, wan bron ingnat 6, 1902, In tha Tilings 
SylohaTiohyl, Badaahfcnoaknya Tolont, Vllsnahotayia • Mikola's grand- 
fatfaar nnd graat gmndfathnr still boloagad to tha nhlto collar 
intelligentsia that firmly adhered to tlth a a lnl aa separatism", tor 
which aftor Abmaohlk ttay wars nunberod eaong ths proletarlaa- 
passaat as tat*. 

Mikola's grant grandfather, Baayll A br aaohl k , ms sa administra- 
tor oa the Kslymbarg sststs near Badoshkoricbl that balongad to 
a rloh landowner named anylnfcl. Hb gnaw hla ttlitam thlrtwaa sons 
wh at was at tha tine a rather extensive ad uoati on-two of than asm 
torwst rangers and othara wore highly plaoad postal offlolaln. 
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The Insurrection of 1*63, la which Bezyll's sana took part, 
ended tragic* Hr for the Abmoehlks. Om of Bazyll’s aoaa m 
hanged, others scat to Siberia or to "raaote areas of Bossla*. 
Uksla's grandfather Tanka, who was than studying at an eeelesias- 
tlcal a— 1 nary, m exiled and deprived of hi* civil rights. 

Tanks ibnaehUc la tar sattlad down os a siller la tha Tillage 
Sylehavlchyl, aarrlod a local peasant mou Xstsywne Buds, and 
started to fam tha dowry of S daalatlaaa (1 daalatlna la 2.70 aoros). 
Bat for reasons unknown In 1*90 Tanka and all of his fully, lasln- 
dlng ldkola's parents, found thaneelves In Siberia. 

B o we itr, Mikola 'a father Sylaoa Abraanhl k returned to tptoB 
Sylcharrlohyl within a few years with the ala of settling on the land 
that bad boss bis aether* e dowry. The —fan exarlst antborltlaa 
turned this question over to the volost (district) council, which 
untnlhoaely decided to book Sylaoa dbzanebik, and tha Inhabitants 
of the village helped bin to build a dwelling. 

Sylaoa dbraashlk soon b scans prosperous and earned the respect 
of the local populace. Be wee continually being selected for various 
posts la his * society* (four villages), such as village elder, 

f 

official la charge of the stores of provlalons, and In 1917 he wen 
appointed deputy to the first HI Byelornaslan Congress. 

/§inoe his cm edoeetlon wee United, Sylnon dbresehlfc neds every 
efTort to give his three sons sad his dasghtor as extensive an ado. 
cation km possible. 

/ - Vie fully altoatlon In which Mikola spent hie childhood were 
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fkvonbl* to tho developwent ofltii aha meter, on tha baala of reli- 
gious devotion, thirst for knowledge, and Uat ldsaliaw. 

Sylwns m« a vary religious nan and a vary original religions 
fraternity net at bis haae. These who set there were older people, 
who In answer to tha coapulnory eeeleelaetleal policy of tho osar 
saerstly Joined together an If fearing, or worn probably vacillat- 
ing before the choice of catholic or Greek orthodox belief, pn 
p ra yed ardently both according to the catholic end the Crook ortho- 
dox rltee. Hi kola' e greet grandfather Bexyll also cue to attend 
these prayer wee tinge, walking 9 versts on foot to get there, dew 
pita bin the met that he see over 100 years old. These westings 
took plaoe alwoet every we evening. 


In addition to the afo 


ticned noe tinge there 


as— rone gatherings of Socialist Involutions rise at Syiaon’s hones, 
d teaeber at the Sylebevlobyl elawentery school, Tasya Buds, who 
wen an ardent revolutionary, was e pszanseat gusst until tbs tins of 


bis arrest and escape from prison, where be had been condensed to 
death. Sonatinas Buds would bring various socialist friends of 
bln to spend the night at ^bnaohlk'i whan they were passing through. 


lbs children 


•laded fm the discussions that arose 


such occasions, and of course all of this bad its Influence on tbs 
fnfng young HUeoIs. 

When Mikola was 7 years old be entered tbs elaw en t er y school 
In gylehsrlchjl . Ha acquired bis secondary education first at the 
l-yser school in Badoahkoviohyl, end later in Minsk. In the fall of 
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1920, ifttr sis gndu of secondary school (RXAL'UU GDuam - 
• school s pools Using la nstheeaties and ostural selsacss, «Jms 
saclont l sngi a gM in not taught) , bs passed tho eospstttln tws 
lnatl ns of tho newly organised Polyteohnleal Institute. The Bigs 
peeee, which ant Mikola's parents off fron Minsk, T*~ eonpellad 
hie to ahsMss abandon selease and am to Syichavichjl (eastern 
Byelorussia ) . 


Being an alert young stndsnt of 18, he could not 


la the 


village and went on to Tuns. The eld Byelorussian capital node 
a strong inpreesloa on Mikola. Be neat to the Basllyansfcl —M 


aoaaatery-that Byelorussian fort res#- to find out the location of 
a polytechnics! lnetltnte la Tllaa. In the corridor he ran Into 
an eeqoalntanoe fresi Ml nek. To. stacker teh, eho reproached s|a»i« 
for his desire to aoatiaas studying, when there were not enough people 
to teach the nnfnfnmed Byelorussians . Mikola yielded to the -ay 
of society end started seas pedagogical courses for externa. Before 
Chris taee 1920 he sent to the Tillage of tenkaashchylna in. the 
dahnyunskl °yexd to take over the position of teacher at a Byelo- 
ruseian alansntary school there* 

The school served 4 villages, of which Lenka uahchylna was the 
canter. There was already e Polish school la the latter, located 
In the esater of tho Tillage and It was naaart after the lsndoener 
8 trotyl zhlnskL. 

wfcoiw dbrsneh^k organised the sohool In the village Itself 
sad first started to work with 12 pupils* *t the sane tins bs 
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opened treoiAg courses for adults which van attended by young paopla 
bayou* school aga an* by tba pa rants of children wto attends* tha 


felthla two aoatha tba enrollsent ha* Jospa* to 60 children, 
vbaroas tba Palish aahool had only four (StrutytchlaskL'a ohlldna 
an* oaa of bis ssmati) das pits tha fast that tba peasantry la 
this school district vaa 50% catholic, that la, aora under tbs lnfloaa 
of Polish aoltun. lb tha next school year ( 1921-22 )a had to nka 
rapalza. Is this aoaasetloa tha Polish administration and pollea 
bagaa to axart praasura against tha Byaloruaalan aahool, bat thay 
vara aot abla to gat tha app»r has*. Tba Poll ah sebMl lnapaetor 
aaat asvaa Poll ah taaehar aithar for tha ladapaadaat para 11a 1 Pol- 
ish aahool or aa taachara of tba Pollah language la tha Byaloruss&aa 
aahool, bat tha peasants did not allow oaa of thasa tea chars Into 


tha Tlllaga. 
boring aw 


vocation in 1921 « whan A branch lk was attain- 


ing poat-graduata pedagogical courses in Tilna, ha on aa into contaot 
with tha Byaloruaalan national ravel utlonary aovaaant which at that 
tins, ondar tha lsadarahlp of the SMB (Byal or uaa l an National Bspublls) 
govoraaaat ma ttxyt Bsunaa (In alllanoa with tba Lithuanians), 
was preparing a raballlon in vaatarn Byalorussla. Mikola AbnstkU 
was appolntad BIB uyezd eblaf for tha following volosts: Badoab- 

korviohyi, Xxaaaoayolkl, an* Khatsanchyitayi. IB tha fall of 1922, 
as a result of tho sueessaful "anna overs* la his uyazd, ha vaa 
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appointed chief of the VU«Uki Okrug. All of the uyezd chiefs la 
tlia ▼llelakaya Oblast gladly aecaptad the leadership of tho 19 year 
old itnaikU, notwithstanding tbs tbs sgss of boss of this, auoh as 
tbs chief of tbs Khraaetchaga Cyezd, oaryilik, who was a tsachor and 
a dalagato to tbs SHa, which la aa indication of tbs high opinion 
la which itowithlk was bald by Byelorussian society. 


Oh til May 1922 


both of his pool tions- that of tsaehar cad 


that of 


chlaf-weU. la tha fall of that year tha Polish school 


Inspector for tha Aahayaaakl Oyezd dseidad that it would ba 

Ibla to costa rt tho sohool late a Polish school so loag aa Atoaschlk 

was a tsaehar tbs re, aad ha ordarad Abraaohlk' «Vvh traaafar to 


oantral Tolaad (asar Warsaw) . Abraaohlk did not accept this appolat- 
■sat, and aa a token of pro tost ho ranouncsd teaching altogathar. 

Be thaa wot ad to Badoahhovlehyi to occupy hlssolf exclusively 
with national revolutionary work la his district. Aa a cover for 
this work, ha registered as a student la tho savaoth grads of tho 
Badoahkavohyl Byelorussian gyaasaiua (high sohool). Tho teaohsrs 
at this school fcasa that Abrasohik had alrasdy baen through xala 
aacondary school aad diaragardad hia frequent abaeaoac, vfcleh gave 
hia tha opportunity to traval about ia hia district cod to visit 
tho Byaloraaataa rebel headquarters, which waa located ia Lithuania 
(la luvrogenyi) . 

Ia Mevdabor, 1922, on important acc tln g of tho revolutionary 
liberation aovewest sac held in western Byelhruaaia. up to that 



tiac tha Comtxal Uberotloa Coaaittee of Wes tarn Byalorussla had 
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received all political and tactical Instruction fron Kaunas, directly 
fros the BHB government, or through the supreme rebel headquarter* 
in Taurogen. when the BHB government oleehed with the Lithuanian 
government over the city Vllna, the BHB government abandoned Saunas 
and the Lothoanlane tried through eevexql Byelomeelan officials 
la Tevrogan to continue preparations for an insarreotion in western 
Byelorussia, propagandizing this rerolutionary liberation novesant 
in international form aa Lithuanian resistance for ▼ilna. 

The Byelomeelan Central Rerolutionary Coanlttee for Western 
Byelorussia, which up to that tine had been heeded by the peat 
Leenld Pod reel oh and **aginovlch {a aesber of the Slutak Insurgent 
Council) , broke off its collaboration with the Lithuanians, retain- 
ing the entire secret apparatus on the earlier purely Independent 
Byelorussian lines. However when relations with the Lithuanians 
were broken off the Byelorussian Central Revolutionary Committee 
was compelled to give thought to its future tactics because it would 


have been sore than rlaky now 


to base their hopes for 


a successful insureotioa solely on their own force b against the 
solidly organized Polish government. 

In Minsk at that tine tho Byelorussian SSB was headed by Char- 
vyskov, and the c oasis sar for enlightenment was Prof. Ignatovski- 
both of then were close Social Revolutionary p arty adherents of 
L. Bpdzevleh and Ta. Laganovleh. The Central Coasittee of Libera- 
tlqh of Western Byelorussia decided to get into contaot with then, 
a^d Mikola dbramchik wee assigned to effect the liaison. Whan 
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Abrnwchl >r had received a 1 attar from L. Bodzevich, he want iilagff H y 
to Wlnak, to the private quartern of Prof. Xgnetovski. 

IgnntovekI listened to Abraachik’s story and than an nwuted 


seven robust youths, among than Charvyakov, to cose to hin. A meet- 
ing took placa hare at Ignatov an* a apartment, at which Abraeohik 
gar a a detail ad account of tha situation in western Byelorussia. 
Abranohik spent tha night at IgnstovsJd'a and tha conversation con- 
tinued lata into tha night. Toward evening of the next day ana of 
tha young ann arrived at Ign&toakl's dressed in a suit mode of peaa- 
ant material and told Abaaachlk that ha would go with hla to Tilna. 
This nan was later given tha nieknaas of TEXHESSBBIX, because Ab r e w 
chile has to carry hla on his shoulders across a stress Into tha bor- 
der sons. 

The negotiations between the Coealttae for tha Liberation of 
Western Byelorussia and the Minsk Socialist Bevolutionarles lad to 
the founding la Minsk of tbs Coealttae the Liberation of Baa tern 
Byelorussia, headed by Prof. Xgnatovskl. . 

It was agreed by both ooaudttses that the lnsurweotlon in west- 
ern Byelorussia should not be planned for tha near future, the pres- 
ent time to be spent in the preparation of eadres. Since the Polish . 
govs meant had liquidated almost all of the Byelorussian schools, 
it was decided to fora a net of secret Byelorussian elementary oohools. 
Tha catholic priest A-ka accepted the position of inspector general 
for these schools and Abrswohlk was appointed his assistant. 

Abraaehik worked, at this post until the fall of 1924, touring 
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•11 of western Byelorussia searching out tollable teachers and org- 
anizing secret schools. At the asms tine he built up stores of 
secret literature which later, by order from files, was scattered about 
in one night. During these two years, he ililtititeut illegally 


in ona night. Daring these two years, he ililtititeut illegally 
visited Prof. Xgaatovski 29 tines with ssaignmanta free the Central' 
Coni t tee for the liberation of Eastern Byelorussia. Daring this 
tine Ignatovskl b eee ue so lnp reseed with him that he let him ha os 
the no St secret conferences of the Ulnsk Byelorussian anti -Bolshevik 
aotlvlats. 

In June 1924 . Abramehlk foruslly oomplsted his secondary education. 
Be triad to enter the Vllaa University, but at that tine it was almost 
lnpossible to eater a Polish institution of higher learning frau 
■ Byelorussian secondary school. 

It had already been decided by the Committee for the Liberation 
of Westers Byelorussia that Abxeaohik would have to be sent to sous 
institution of higher learning. After four years of uninteraupted 
conspiratorial work Abrwmchlk was In need of a period of rest so 
that troves of his activities could be covered 19 . 

In, the fall of 1924, Prof ignatovskl called Abrsmchlfc to Minsk 
and offered bin a choice of two schools; the Leningrad Military 
Academy or the Harinogorski Agricultural School in Boacow. Ignatotskl 
advised hln to choose the former, which was the sohool to which he 
sent the Byelorussians who wars most important in the national nove- 
msnt, so that he could Inter have a reliable cadre of military 
specialists. However Abramohik decided on the agricultural school. 
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Aftor one wek*( itUnlutM at tha agricultural Abremohlk 

returned to Xgnatovakl, saying that bs hadn't liked tha school, Inaa- 
anoh as tha aeholaatio level was low. He also had not liked the at- 
mosphere and daaerlbad tha school as a hangout for tramps. Ignatov an 
pondered for a moment and than to *My bast 

regards to Petr »gfl «e often thaeh- 


of theei la Moscow. Wo most 


Ml flakhamk,, flay that wo often thdak 
■in firm. I believe that you will be 


able to gat there. May G od help youl* — ^ 

One flail sowing in Prague Nikola locked up one Albertos, whose 
address (Ba Slop!) ha bad obtained from a correapondenos with an 
Old friend, a partisan poet TOadzlnar Zftalita. Hare ha found several 
dozen old friends, both fson tha p e dago g ical courses and the coneplr- 
a to rial work. Sews of Abranc hlk’s arrival soon reached president 
Ereebsvski, who asked Ibram&hlk to cone to aae hln that evening. 
Abxamohlk remembers thin interview with Ercchevakl and Zakfaarok as 
one of the happiest sonants In his life, giving hid the opportunity 
to know two such grp great historical personages. 

In Czechoslovakia Abraisohik simultaneously completed two 
courses of study-at the Gkreinlan academy he completed a course In , 
economics, earning the title of diploma'd engineer in the economic 
sciences, and at the Czechoslovakian Xarlovyl University he ooapletad 
hie studies la the history and sociology department. 

■hits ba was studying, Abraaohik remained la contact with Ig- ■ 
natovakl and persona close to him, each as Tanka Enpala, prof. P., 
and others who for one reason or another came there from Minsk. 
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Toward the end of the third course Afareaehlk wee preparing for 
print e work entitled “Econosdc Geography of Byelorussia", which 
Ignatov ski liked very nuch, end on the baste of which Ignatov ski 
proposed e lectureship treble Sa eeonoale geography to bin at the 
Minsk University. 

However, despite the feet that the Poles had at that tine 
deprived Abreachik of hie Polish citizenship and were dawaadlng 
hie extradition from the Czechoslovakian authorities because of 
a broohore Atemchlt had written in French oos dewing the Polish 
terror la western Byelorussia' which had ceased e greet stir la the 
western European prase, AbramchUc refused to go to Soviet Byelorussia* 
la the fall of 19?9 Abreachik sad I started to travel throat 
-the world oa foot, for the purpose of acquiring practical knowledge 
of the agricultural economy of western Europe, for a year and 
several snathe we went oa foot and by bleyele from Prague to Lyons, 
visiting ell of the districts that Interested us in Czechoslovakia , 
northern Germany, Bavaria, Switzerland, the Shine ares, and then 
Prance. (Mi the way we worked at various ordinary Jobs so as to eons 
to know the village life and the life of the workers, ea well aa to 
pay our way. 

Oar ltlnerey had been planned to lnelude France, 3peln, the 
northern coast of Africa, and then Italy. Howev e r in Lyons two 


unforeseen 


oiroosstanees caused a radical alteration in our 


plans. Ihe first of these was the news of Ignatovakl’s snields, sad 
the second was the presence in Jranee of e large anx Byelorussian 
workers' eelgratlon.taxX 
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Oar next destination was Paris where, st the beginning of 1931, 
tha French government had -recognized the Obion of Byelorussians la 
trance. Proa this tine on Abrsmohik worked uninterruptedly for tha 


Byelorussian workers ' emigration. Ha himself worked along with o. urn- 
ary workers et various factories, mines, and an the land, end angeiat 
la tha struggle against any occupation of Byelorussia. Ea published 


his owa paper and wrote artlelas in other papers on the Byelorussian 
liberation movement and made contact with various political and 
cnltural figures la Europe. Be was always In contact with tha presi- 
dent lakhs rok and became his chief coworker and his deputy for 


■tern lumps. 


At the beginning of the war In 1939 the Polish government, which 
bad moved to France, began the mobilization of Poles, among them 
the Byelorussians from western Byelorussia. The Union of Byelorussians 
In France waged a struggle e gainst the Polish -govarmaent that to 


many appeared hopeless, hut not to Abraachlk. Notwithstanding the 
harsh French lows regarding antl-allled propaganda, Abraachlk with 


his inborn courage fearlessly urged the Byelorussians to boycott 
the Polish, aragr and nade requests to the French g ovemasat to allow - 
Byelorussians to join the French ency (the wartime foreign legion). 

He petitioned for the formation of Byelorussian national units within 
the French a ray. Hie consequences of the courageous and decisive 
stand taken by AbrsBChik was that the Trench government allowed Byelo- 
russians a choice between joining the Frenflt or the Polish army. 

7 "This freedom of oholcc raised the morale of the Byelorussians 
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and wn than 1,200 of then volunteered in the Trench foreign legion 
(which cost not be confused with the re paler foreign legion), thtfor- 
tunately the attninacnt of further nine in franco was hindered by the 
arrival of the Gemns. 

The Gestapo eterted to search out its enaaiee in Paris and 
Ataanohlfc decided to go to Byelorussia. -*a ao^ualcteace in Berlin, 
Hr. Sh., helped him to get to Berlin and proalsed to help ha hi- in 
getting to Byelorussia. Roe-over T. ^Kinehyitsf^oAPestapo* offiolal. 


Abranehlk, and he wna obliged to remain blockaded la Berlin. 

But even In this situation Abrmnehlk did not give up. At the 
request of the well krown Byelorussian patriot, who was atill trusted 
by the Germans, he undertook the organisation of s Byelorussian 
charter eoanlsaloa In Germany. At the sene tin* he and the late 
catholic priest Gedlcvakl decided to establish a Byelorussian resis- 
tance net. After organizing this net Abrsoehlk and Gsdlevskl In- 
tended to go to Bnglsnd. unfortunately OadlevaJd was exposed by 
another Byelorussian Gestapo worker, i»r. Ternscheakl end this cost 
him his Ilfs. Abranehlk remained in Bsrlln for about two years, 
the resistance work that he serried on encompassed not only the 
Byelorussians In Oemany; the Byelorussian Cooalttee for Mutual Aid 
In Abranehlk' s hands becaae a sent us ry and moral support for all 
Byelorussians. Abranehlk eeeaslenelly had the opportunity to visit 
Znkbsrok In Prague. 

' In July 1943 a delegate from the BMP (Byelorussian Independence 
Party) arrived in Berlin with an a party of newspaper writers who 

f i 

para' on an etrauraloa and asked Abraaobik Urn on behalf of bis party 
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to go to Byelorussia to take orer tht polltloal leadership and pub- 
lication of th* lllogal press of tho BBP. Ibnashlk oodo prapa ratio— 
to am to Bpolonaalo with hi* wife, attar* th*j would 11** la tho 
wood*. B* m ho we v e r prevented fro* carrying oat hi* plaa* kp 
bo— nae ho —a atnsM hr tha Gestapo *ad doportad to Fori*. 

in Paris Ab— hlk — a leapt od*r atrlot eurvelllane*. 

I* no forbidden by th* °eatapo to rsealva aay Spaa* Bysloroaala— 
at his quartan or to a— t thaa anywhere or naan to eoraapond with 
lyConaalua. Despite everything, %iatblk —da eootaet with 
pa no a* In tha *r*aah raalataa— and. In expectation of th* arrival 
of th* a 111 a* , pnparad a n unbar of tract* describing th* triple 
plight of tho Byeleraasiaa people. 

Ti if lately after tha llbantlon of franco, h* gave ever all of 
hla effort* to «ho defence of the righto of displaced persona la 

Knowing Ab nae hit a* —11 aa X do, it oaooa to mm that ha aaa 
sot b* characterised aa other thaa a revolutionary of tho Byelo- 
roaalaa llbantlon nowant, a parson with Inexhaustible energy, who 
has dadl—tad his aatlxw Ilf* to tho Byelorussian peppla. Xt la no 
wonder that baton hla death pr— idaat Sakha rok did sot want to 
daputlxe hla authority to aoyooo other than Abra— hlk. 

Xt — to aa suparflooua to write about Abra— hlk* a prssaat 
aotlTltlM aa pneld— t of tho BB; than la no Byelorussian colony 
In A— rlca or la lurope that la not fnalllar with this 1— xhauatlhla , 
fighter. 
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of our ocepatrlots abroad, who haiw triad to picture the an tiro 
Batloaallet-liberetloa work of ihikwahlt be tw een 1920 and 1924 
aa aa off-ahoot of ^toraoehik’a — banhtp In the fioosoaol. It should 
bo noted that until 192$ the Koaaoool did not exist lnj^jaloruaaic. 
flw fact that ihraatfeU waa la Ml oak illegally ladlaataa ooly that 


at that flea our 700th did aot c oa a i d ar the Kl^n border a boundary 


to their netiooal activities. 


Lysvoa Hfldlovakl 
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